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SIR or MADAM: 

This is a reply after final action pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 16(b) with respect to a final Office 
Action issued 13 January 2005 issued in connection with the patent application identified above 
amending the application to cancel without prejudice each finally rejected independent claim and 
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to amend or cancel without prejudice each claim dependent on a finally rejected independent 
claim to eliminate any dependency on such claims. The remaining independent claims of the 
application were allowed over the art of record in the Office Action of 13 January 2005 and it 
submitted that all of the dependent claims of the application as amended herein are likewise 
allowable over the art of record. 

Pursuant to a petition for an extension of time submitted with this reply, the time for a 
reply to the outstanding final Office Action has been set for 13 May 2005. 

Also submitted simultaneously with the present reply is a request for continued 
examination (RCE) of the application to permit entry after the final Office Action of an 
information disclosure statement for the application under 37 CFR 1 .97(b)(4). 
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